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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly 

Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Teresa Albanese, Chair, 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Christopher Borowy, Jeff Crown, Michael Bunko, 

Shari Guarino & James Sullivan 

 Alternates:  David Byrne* & Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 (* Arrived at 7:02 o’clock, p.m. where noted in the Minutes.)    

        

 A quorum was determined.   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes –   Regular Meeting of February 7, 2019 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.   

Mr. Sullivan seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (*Mr. Byrne joined the meeting.) 

 

     - Special Meeting of February 21, 2019 

  Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes 

as submitted.   Ms. Guarino seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

      

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items  

 scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 
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6. Inland Wetland Applications 

  A. Information – IW#1271 / FF #260 – Application of Susco 

Building Group, LLC to construct portions of building, parking and 

outside storage area within the Upland Review Area and floodplain as 

well as water quality basins and site grading.   Property located at 

49 Birch Street. 

 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole & Son, 876 South Main Street, 

Plantsville presented on behalf of the applicant. 

 Mr. Giudice noted the name change from Susco Building Group, LLC 

started a limited liability company for this project called Midcom 

Properties, LLC. 

 We did have our site walk a couple of weeks ago.  Explained the 

route taken.   We did stake the building corners so we could get an 

idea of where we were on the property.   We did take a decent look at 

this wetland (indicating) through here.   We made some changes based 

on that site walk. 

 We reduced our outside storage area.  We pulled it in in this 

location (indicating) and we pulled it southerly here (indicating) and 

in turn we moved our water quality basin closer and further away from 

the wetlands.   We tried to move this (indicating) as far away from 

the wetlands as possible, as well. 

 We increased our landscaping along our grading limits within 

those areas.  We modified our tree planting list per a list we got 

from the Mr. Lavallee.    Explained. 

 In our changes we increased our floodplain storage, as well.  

We’ve now brought that up to a total of an additional 264 cy of 

floodplain storage through the movement and reduction of fill.   On 

the outside storage there was fill in it and moving that back we were 

able to increase our floodplain storage. 

 A few other modifications:  street trees along the front of the 

property, made some modifications from planning & zoning perspective 

with the height of a fence in the front yard where we reduced that 

down to three and a half feet.  

 Basically, we’ve addressed all of Mr. Lavallee’s comments.   

 We have a low impact design for stormwater quality basins.  

They’re shallow and very light sloped maintainable side slopes to 

them.   We have a planting schedule for three areas (indicating).  We 

are filling some floodplain but we’re compensating and increasing the 

floodplain storage on the site.   This building will be one foot above 

the flood zone which is required per your regulations. 

 Overall, I think we have improved it from our original submittal.  

Happy to answer any questions. 
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 The Chair appreciated a lot more plants being put in.   The 

reduction of the storage area, is it an issue for site operations?  

Mr. Giudice said he asked the user exactly what he needed, the max 

needed.  This is what he said.  Instead of having fluff, we brought it 

down. 

 A proposed well was noted for the building.  There is city sewer 

but no water service here. 

 The total cubic yard of compensation is 264 cubic yards increase. 

 The plant list was discussed as being very good with one 

objection by Ms. Guarino.  She noted the pear tree described is about 

to be called an invasive.   Mr. Giudice said he would remove that tree 

from the list with replace it with another. 

 Mr. Giudice pointed out notes on the plan wherein they would try 

to remove some of the invasives throughout the wetland.   We’ll see 

what we can do.  (Sheet C-1 on the top left.) 

 All checklist items from Mr. Lavallee have been addressed. 

 The Chair said she really liked this plan.  I appreciate you went 

back and took a look.  I think moving the water quality basin away 

from the wetlands giving some of that natural buffer, even though it 

may have some invasives in it, a little bit more protection for the 

resource.  And, plantings plan looks really good now.  

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to approve IW1 #1271.   Mr. Borowy 

seconded based on the fact that this a difficult property.  They’ve 

done a lot of improvements over the original application with 

lessening the wetlands corridor intrusion, distancing yourselves from 

the wetlands, the changes to the planting schedule, the commitment to 

help remove some of the invasives. 

 Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion for a favorable recommendation for FF 

#260.  Mr. Borowy seconded.   Motion passed 6 to 0 on a roll call 

vote. 

 

 

 B. Information – IW #1272/FF #261 – Application of GLS LLC, 

seeking to redevelop a site to construct a gas station and package 

store on property containing floodplain and wetlands.   Property 

Located at 2110 Meriden Waterbury Tpke. 

 Tristan Wallace, Louriero Engineering, 100 Northwest Drive, 

Plainville presented on behalf of the applicant.   
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 We are proposing the redevelopment of a fueling station on 2110 

Meriden Waterbury Turnpike.   The site hasn’t been in use for some 

years now --- well over twenty years.   It does have an existing 

canopy and the building on the site. 

 The redevelopment we are proposing is a fueling station with a 

convenience store and package store.  The site is pretty much fully 

surrounded by wetlands and it is adjacent to a floodplain.  That base 

flood elevation is 139 as noted on the plan.  We are for the most part 

staying outside of that floodplain but we are doing slight grading to 

the western portion.  We have moved a wall on the eastern portion to 

avoid that floodplain.  We are proposing a detention pond on the 

eastern side of the building. 

 The amount of area in the floodplain is a little less than .2 

acres.  The property line to the east is the centerline of the brook.  

Most of the floodplain is over on the area where we are not proposing 

any development.   We are not proposing any development inside of the 

wetland area.   

 Since we are filling a little bit of grading on the western side, 

the compensatory storage for that would come into play with the 

detention pond to the east.  It gives us a net increase volume of 

around 10 cubic yards.  We are only filling 11 cubic yards and the 

pond is rather small as it is really for roof runoff from the building 

to give some low impact development.  That storage area gives us about 

20 cubic yards.  A net increase of about 10 cubic yards. 

 In terms of drainage runoff, the existing site is fully surface 

runoff.  It didn’t seem like there were any features there to begin 

with. 

 The northern portion of the parking area, we are doing surface 

runoff and we’ll probably propose some riprap or something that will 

dissipation of that flow.  For the portions of the parking area that 

are closer to the building we are proposing two hooded catch basins, 

with sumps, to allow for sediment clearing of what runs off the 

parking and that would outlet off the site and into the wetlands.    

 The detention pond will also outlet into the eastern portion of 

the wetland. 

 I’ll entertain questions, comments, concerns. 

 We flagged the wetlands and surveyed it.   

 The removal of the storage tanks happened in 1994.  So, most of 

the site is still paved.  But there is some hardpacked fill towards 

the rear.  There’s a gravel island towards the front in the ROW and 

some gravel around the site.  But for the most part it is hardpacked 

fill and pavement that is out there currently. 
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 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.   Mr. Crown seconded.  Motion 

passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for Thursday, March 21, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 

 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and E-Officio Members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 

 

 

8. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/ Miscellaneous 

 Mr. Lavallee commented we are just waiting for the scouts.   We 

have a couple of troops that wanted to do some flagging of the trails 

in open space.  We will find out about that pretty soon. 

 March 23
rd
 registration was put in by Sheila as soon as she gets 

it. 

 The seedlings order form is on line, only.   This is for the 

Touch A Truck date in May.   Two hundred blue spruce seedlings are 

given out by the Conservation Commission at the gate.  It’s good 

public education.  It is advertised in the paper, too. 

 Otherwise, it has been pretty quiet added Mr. Lavallee.  Usually 

in the spring it kicks up with projects people want to do around the 

yard. 

 Site walk set for Thursday, March 21
st
, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 

 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Mr. 

Sullivan.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:27 o’clock, p.m.) 

 


